
Okanogan County 
Local Drought Preparedness Plan

Buck Mountain – Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest



Drought 
Conditions

 

1. Hydrologic Threshold: An area is receiving 
or is projected to receive, less than 75% of 
normal supply

1. Hardship Threshold: Water users and the 
environment are expected to experience 
undue hardship. 

See: RCW 43.83B.405 and WAC 173-166-050

Two 
Requirements  
for declaration.

2.



Current conditions

https://climatetoolbox.org/

Water Year Update:
• Statewide average: Oct-May 4th  warmest (+2.7F) on record
• Statewide average: Oct-May precipitation was near normal. 





Current conditions

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap

• Basin wide, the Methow experienced near-normal snowpack this year, however 
the warmer winter led to melt-out between 1- 3 week earlier than average. 

• The lower elevation Okanogan basin is more representative of the winter that most 
of us experienced (i.e. poor ski season)





Current conditions

https://climatetoolbox.org/

• Excluding the December atmospheric rivers, precipitation across Okanogan 
County has been well below normal

• This has led to D2 & D3 drought conditions developing in parts of the county
• 4th consecutive year of drought emergency declaration in Okanogan County



PC: Davis Clark
• View looking south from North Gardner Mountain 7/11/2026

Current conditions



Okanogan Drought 
Preparedness Plan Outline 

Introduction
      Planning Process
       Community Profile

Risk Assessment
Literature review
Survey results (Purveyor, Individual)
Climate assessments (Current, 
Projected) 

Project Table
Compile current and potential projects 
to address risks identified

Geographic Subregions 





Framework 
for 
assessing 
risk 















Example of projects identified to date: 



What Risks could your 
project idea address?

(Could your project address more than one? 

What mitigation approach 
would be used for your 

project idea? 



https://wsu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2hirI3TNfF6cPeS

Want to encourage your friends and neighbors 
to submit a project idea??  

Think you may have more ideas to share after 
time to think?? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

Survey still active for project ideas! Submissions 
accepted until September 1st!! 



Next Steps 



Thank You!!

Cascade Range – Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest

Questions or Ideas? 
Call or email Davis Clark, Agricultural Lead 

Davis@okanogancd.org  
509-429-5231

mailto:Davis@okanogancd.org
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